


ALTERNATIVE TECHNOLOGY
WHO Fosters Solar-powered, Mercury-free Blood Pressure 
Device for Low-resource Settings. Hypertension, the Journal of 
the American Heart Association reports on the creation and field 
testing of this solar-powered, user-friendly, accurate, and 
inexpensive device for measuring blood pressure.  The device will 
allow non-physician health workers (who are the backbone of the 
primary health care system in many developing countries) to 
participate in the diagnosis and management of hypertension.
View article.

UNDP GEF Global Health Care Waste Project Issues Guidance 
on Cleanup, Storage, and Transport of Health Care Mercury 
Waste. The UNDP GEF Global Health Care Waste Project has 
issued a Guidance Document on the Cleanup, Temporary or Inter-
mediate Storage, and Transport of Mercury Waste from Health-
care Facilities. As health facilities phase out mercury devices, 
proper methods of storage and transport are needed. 
View guidelines.

European Chemicals Agency Proposes Restrictions on Mercury 
Blood Pressure Devices. The European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 
has prepared a restriction report proposing to restrict mercury in 
several measuring devices, including sphygmomanometers.
View report.

WASTE MANAGEMENT

POLICY

The WHO-HCWH Global Initiative is a component of the UNEP 
Mercury Products Partnership, which is led by the United 
States Environmental Protection Agency.

The Initiative’s Objective is to:
By 2017, phase out the demand for mercury containing fever 
thermometers and sphygmomanometers by at least 70% and 
to shift the production of all mercury-containing fever 
thermometers and sphygmomanometers to accurate, affor-
dable, and safer non-mercury alternatives.

For more information see: WWW.MERCURYFREEHEALTHCARE.ORG


