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Health Care Without Harm is an international coalition of 443
organizations in 52 countries working to transform the health care
industry so it is no longer a source of harm to people and the
environment.

Mercury and other toxics are a threat to our local andglobal
environment and we are committed to their immediate reduction
and eventual elimination. Working with hospitals and others in the
health careindustry, we can stop this source of environmental harm
and make the world’s  hospitals models of environmental
responsibility.

Making
Medicine
Mercury Free
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Conduct a mercury audit to identify all uses
and sources of mercury in our institution.

Commit to eliminate the use of mercury by
investigating opportunities to phase out mercury
containing items where fewer barriers exist and
immediate steps can be taken. For example, investigate
replacing mercury-filled patient thermometers with
digital or electronic thermometers; replacing
mercury with water in Miller Abbott Tubes, replacing
mercury containing “bougies or esophageal dilators”
with silicon ones; replacing mercury-filled blood
pressure measuring devices with aneroid units.

Develop and approve a resolution to support
becoming a mercury free facility.

Develop and implement a “Mercury Free
Purchasing Policy.” Assign materials management staff
to communicate with suppliers about the policy and to
work with staff on finding non-mercury alternatives.

Develop and implement a program of
wastesegregation and recycling to further reduce the mercury
waste stream in cases where no alternative products
exists. For instance, mercury containing batteries and
fluorescent light bulbs should be collected and processed
for recycling.

Develop a program to collect all mercury
containing wastes avoiding incineration and improper
disposal.

Educate staff about the environmental and health
consequences of the use of mercury in health care. Let
the public know that we care about the environment
and our communities and have taken aggressive
measures to protect their health and eliminate our share
of the mercury burden on the environment.

Conduct an assessment of the cost of
our
“mercury management program” and include cost of
emergency preparedness and spill training, spill cleanup
supplies, labor and hazardous material disposal
costs.

Collaborate with our national
hospital association and ministries of health and environment to
determine the regulatory status of mercury in our country.

We understand that this pledge is meant to be both an
indication of our commitment to reducing the use of
mercury, and of our intention to develop a comprehensive
program to eliminate release of mercury to the
environment. We are proud to join the many healthcare
facilities across the world that are participating in this
important venture.

A Pledge
for Health Care Providers in
Support of Becoming a Mercury
Free Facility

A pledge is a promise or agreement. This Mercury
Free Pledge is a framework that outlines steps that
must be taken by the health care industry to stop their
contribution to mercury pollution.

As a responsible provider of health care services, (your hospital) is committed to the health of our patients, our staff and their
communities. We are aware that the health care industry has been identified as a major source of mercury pollution and that
mercury is a threat that the health care industry can do something about. We are also aware that elemental mercury and
mercury compounds are known to be hazardous to human health and the environment and that mercury is a potential
source of exposure to patients, visitors and staff. We are committed to its immediate reduction and ventual elimination.
Specifically, we are committed to the following measures to make our institution a model of environmental responsibility by
phasing out the use of mercury and mercury containing products. We pledge to:
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A Resolution
In Support of a Mercury Free Initiative

at “General Hospital and Clinic”
WHEREAS elemental mercury and mercury compounds are known to be hazardous to human health and the
environment and are a potential source of exposure to patients, visitors and staff, and

WHEREAS the GENERAL HOSPITAL Hazard Communication Policy and the “List Of Highly Restricted Hazardous
Materials” requires  onsideration of less hazardous alternatives, and (list any internal documents that support this
resolution)

WHEREAS the GENERAL HOSPITAL Mission Statement confirms GENERAL HOSPITAL’s commitment to improving
environmental management throughout the organization, and that GENERAL HOSPITAL will manage, minimize and
eliminate, whenever possible, the use of hazardous materials, and (this is stated on the hazardous material manifest for
any large quantity generator).

WHEREAS GENERAL HOSPITAL has experienced (frequency) mercury spills since (date) resulting in a cost of $______
for cleanup, labor and disposal costs, and

WHEREAS there is widespread consensus that the (methyl) mercury levels commonly found in freshwater fish pose a
health risk to the public and wildlife, and

WHEREAS GENERAL HOSPITAL continues to be committed to the health and welfare of the people and communities
we serve and the environment we all share, and

WHEREAS there are recognized and widely accepted alternatives to mercury and mercury containing devices in
healthcare, and

WHEREAS World Health Organization policy indicates that in the short-term “Countries that have access to affordable
alternatives should develop and implement plans to reduce the use of mercury equipment and replace them with
mercury-free alternatives.”

NOW THEREFORE LET IT BE RESOLVED that the Environmental Resources Committee (or hospital “Green Team”)
and the Safety Committee hereby supports, endorses and commends all efforts consistent with institutional goals and
financial considerations to eliminate and/or reduce mercury use at GENERAL HOSPITAL.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that GENERAL HOSPITAL will promptly initiate a program to collect  all mercury
containing wastes avoiding incineration and improper disposal, and should discontinue the purchase of mercury
containing equipment where other non-hazardous alternatives are available, and should replace existing mercury
devices with nonhazardous devices whenever possible, and strongly encourages the elimination or reduction of mercury
and mercury compounds in any process or procedure performed at GENERAL HOSPITAL.

Signed by Chairpersons of Safety Committee and /or “Green Teams”

www.mercuryfreehealthcare.org
For more information, contact

Health Care Without Harm Asia
320 Eagle Court Condominium

26 Matalino St. Diliman, Q.C., Metro Manila, Philippines
T: 928 7572   F: 926 2649   E: info@mercuryfreehealthcare.org
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